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evacuate Arakan, So one dark night in November of that year
they loaded four ships with everything they could carry from their
Mrohaung factory, and before the king of Arakan realized what
was afoot, they were beyond pursuit.
Shayista Khan was already attacking \hzferinghi outposts
on Sandwip Island. A few months later, in 1666, he captured
and destroyed the formidable port on the mainland that for a
century had wrought such devastation to the rich delta lands
of the Ganges. Two thousand of the slavers were themselves
sold into slavery. Others were permitted to settle as peaceful
citizens at Feringhi Bazaar, twelve miles south of Dacca, where
their descendants may still be found.
Arakan never recovered from this blow. The Dutch
returned after a safe interval and resumed their trading; but not
for long, since with the death of Sandathudamma in 1684 the
country fell upon evil days. Such of Shah Shujah's followers as
had escaped massacre were enrolled as Archers of the Royal
Guard. They made and unmade kings at will, burnt the palace
and preyed upon the land. For a brief interval under Sanda-
wizaya (1710-31) there was some semblance of settled govern-
ment. He suppressed the unruly Archers and settled them on
the island of Ramree. He was strong enough to fight the Raja of
Tippera and raid parts of Burma. But after his murder in 1731
anarchy once more prevailed until in 1784 Bodawpaya of
Burma sent an army to seize the country, and early in the next
year deposed its last king, Thamada (1782-85).